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Hong Kong's modern history can be said to have begun in 1842. This
was the year when British forces first landed and claimed sovereignty of
Hong Kong — a flag was raised followed by a gun ceremony, and we
became part of an empire. To commemorate this historically important
episode, we return to Possession Street (where the event took place)
and begin our tour of Sheung Wan — adding a bit of irony along the
way. Instead of taking possession, we depart on a journey to repossess
the creative side — ignored, neglected or hidden — of Sheung Wan.

The Chinese name of Possession Street ‘ZK3L 4", roughly means
Water Well {natural) Street. This moniker was given to acknowledge
the natural wells — an important source of drinking and sanitation
water — that were there decades ago. Today, these wells don't exist;
however, dozens of manholes litter Possession Street to bear witness of
these forgotten wells.
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@ Long before Nike's Swoosh or Chuck Taylor's canvas sneaker
became icons of urban living, there was a shop in Sheung Wan making
traditional shoes. Founded over 50 years ago by Mr. Tam Kwok Kwong,
this fixture of the local topography is now run by energetic wife, Mrs.
Tam. The shoes are a favourite of locals and tourists alike — everything
here is hand-made and custom designed to fit. Great care is taken
by Mrs. Tam — using quality materials and nearly five hours — to
craft each pair of footwear. Most are intrigued by the striking designs,
particularly the kung fu shoes — a remnant of a time long gone.
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@ Over the years, Lorence Johnston's
story has unfolded with many twists and
turns. This well-travelled man has been to
| numerous points across the globe and in
a variety of roles. In his current character
Johnston sees himself selling what
he loves most — rare stories, some a
| century old.
| For Johnston books occupy a special
| place in culture and society. His life-
" long passion comes from the belief
that — apart from the vivid and gripping tales
told — books bring out conversations. “People would come into the
shop, sit and chat,” remarks the shop owner. “You just have wonderful
conversations when discussing books. People begin to talk about
childhoods, growing up and their influences. Books allow us to meet
lots of different characters.”
As a business, Lok Man Rare Books inhabits a tremendously exclusive
market. If the interior — highlighted by art deco leather armchairs,
custom-made by partner Philip Van Remoortere and hardwood
bookshelves {both are for sale) — does not indicate this, then the fact
that Catcher in the Rye's first-edition and its breed are traded here will.
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@ Moving to Sheung Wan has taught Samues Leung a lesson in
respect. The State Of The Arts Gallery owner recounts an altercation he
had with shoe maker Tam Kwok Kwong. It was about the signage —
Samues found it to be obtrusive. In the end, however, nothing changed.
“When | learned about his history in the area,” recalls Samues, “I gave
up on the idea. It was best if we could exist in harmony.”

Being in Sheung Wan has also changed the business. The gallery
used to be focussed on events-based exhibitions. Now the business
has found its comfort zone from specialising in art from Austria and
Latin America.
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